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VISUAL NOTE TAKING: draw images or doodles in place of taking
notes by text to retain information

LEARNING SKILLS

Auditory Memory

Sustained Attention

Organization

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGY
Visual Note Taking

Draw images or doodles in place of taking notes by text to retain information

_________

LEARNING PREFERENCES

ACADEMIC SKILL

Listening Comprehension

Grade 6 – 9

Select and use a variety of listening strategies to comprehend information communicated
orally and non-verbally

Grade Curriculum Focus

6-9
Select and use a variety of listening strategies before, during, and after listening to comprehend
information communicated orally and non-verbally, seek clarification, and develop a relevant
response appropriate to the context.
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Lesson Objective, Goal and Success Criteria
Lesson Objectives
Develop and enhance listening comprehension skills using visual note-taking strategies. 
Lesson Goal
Be able to listen attentively, identify key information, and summarize the main ideas of a spoken text.
Success Criteria

Demonstrate the ability to actively listen to spoken content and extract key information.
Employ note-taking techniques to capture important details of auditory lessons.
Summarize oral information to demonstrate a deep understanding of the content.

UDL Instruction
FULL CLASS WARM-UP – 10 minutes
Start with a fun warm-up activity that challenges students to listen for one specific word in a Karaoke song.

Select two songs from the supplementary materials or two other karaoke version songs of your choice. 1.
Divide the class in half with one group facing a board where the karaoke song is presented while the2.
other group turns their back to the board.
Divide the group with their back to the karaoke song in 2 groups and give each group one separate3.
word in the song to listen for (see visual diagram).

Visual Diagram of the Room:

FRONT OF THE ROOM
Karaoke song is displayed on a board at the front of the room
Group 1 have their backs to the Karaoke screen-They
listen for one assigned word in the song – a different
word than group 2(this will be ¼ of the class)

Group 2 have their backs to the Karaoke screen-  They
listen for one assigned word in the song – a different
word than group 1(this will be ¼ of the class)

Students who face the Karaoke board at the front of the room will sing the song to Group 1 and 2 students
with back facing the board (this will be ½ of the class)
BACK OF THE ROOM

The group facing the karaoke board sings the first song to the two groups who are listening for each of4.
their words.
The groups who are listening for their specific words count the number of times they hear the word.5.
The teacher counts the number of people in each group to get the right number of words correct and6.
writes this number down until all groups have a chance to listen to the words. 

The students who sang the first song switch places with group 1 and 2 who will sing a second song while
repeating steps 3-6. The smaller group with the most number of students to identify the correct number of
times their word appears in the song is the winner of the activity.
FULL CLASS LESSON – 10 minutes
Watch the video, Sketch Noting Using Listening and Drawing to Change the World (from 1:40 – 8:00 minutes-
Brain Seizure story and Story of Brodie)

Ask the class if anyone has doodled in class while listening to the teacher or has done any sketch note taking

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wB1DH1Q_d94
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and if they would like to share their experiences of how this helped them.

Differentiated Instruction
FULL CLASS ACTIVITY – 10 minutes
Differentiation through process and product

Sketch Note Taking Individual Activity The teacher shares a short audio clip short story with the entire
class of how a homeless student connects with his teacher.

Link to the story: https://storycorps.org/discover/education/lesson-the-power-of-active-listening/  (scroll down
the page to Celeste and Aaron story) Each student uses sketch noting to actively listen to and try to
understand the story.

After completing the sketch notes, each student takes a photo of their visual notes using a mobile device
(tablet, Chrome book, phone or other device).

INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITY – 10 minutes
The teacher copies the editable Google Form called “Sketch Note Taking” to make a copy for themselves to
share with the students. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ypGdlHBKWSTCeVrSCLy8derz9iz_CX70SniMB_g0_zg/copy

The teacher then sends a link of the Google Form that students can access from their individual mobile
devices. This is done by 

Clicking on the send button1.

https://storycorps.org/discover/education/lesson-the-power-of-active-listening/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ypGdlHBKWSTCeVrSCLy8derz9iz_CX70SniMB_g0_zg/copy
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Clicking on the link icon, checking shorten URL and copying URL link to share with students2.

The student will use this form to upload their individual sketch notes and answer the following questions by
uploading a text-to-speech Google Doc or typing responses by text.

Describe a brief summary of the story.1.
How did Celeste show Aaron that she was really listening to him?2.
Why do you think that it was important to Aaron that his teacher, Celeste, listened to him and his story?3.

Measurement of Success
FULL CLASS ACTIVITY- 5 minutes
After the students submit their answers via the Google Form, the teacher asks the students to reflect on their
experience of sketch note taking by considering the questions:

How did they feel about the experience? 
Was it easier or harder than taking just text based notes?
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What made it easier or harder?
How could sketch noting help them better understand material?

The teacher can assess each student’s understanding of the content by reviewing their individual Google Form
responses.

Materials, References and Resources
Required Materials
Laptop and presentation screen Tablet, Chrome book or other mobile device
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Additional Resources
Fun Listening Activities for Middle School Kids They’ll Tune In For
https://www.lovetoknow.com/parenting/teens/listening-activities-middle-school

Story Corps: The Power of Active Listening

Lesson: The Power of Active Listening

Sketch Noting: Using Listening and Drawing to Change the World
The Basics of Notetaking
How to Remember More. Graham Shaw

Supplemental Documents

Karaoke Activity

https://www.lovetoknow.com/parenting/teens/listening-activities-middle-school
https://storycorps.org/discover/education/lesson-the-power-of-active-listening/
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Song Karaoke YouTube Link Year, Timing
Roar by Katy Perry-powerful
mental health message https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMF4h0gYN-0 2020, 4:09 minutes

Listen for the word “down” – it appears 4 times
Listen for the word “champion”- it appears 6 times
Listen for the word “hear”- it appears 17 times

“ROAR” Lyrics

Karaoke-Song-Activity-Roar-Song-LyricsDownload

Song Karaoke YouTube Link Year, Timing
Count on Me by Bruno Mars-
message of friend and loyalty https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DC3LY7K7WOI 2020, 3:43 minutes

Listen for the word, “friends”- it appears 5 times
Listen for the word, “need” – it appears 5 times
Listen for the word, “three” – it appears 6 times

“Count on Me” Lyrics

Karaoke-Song-Activity-Count-on-Me-Song-Lyrics-1Download

Song Karaoke YouTube Link Year, Timing
This is Me from the Greatest
Showman-feeling good empowering
message

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V59psMbygfI 2018, 4:13
minutes

Listen to the word- “wanna”- it appears 4 times
Listen to the word- “flood”-  it appears 5 times

“This is Me“ Lyrics

Karaoke-Song-Activity-This-is-Me-Song-LyricsDownload

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMF4h0gYN-0
https://stagingstudysmart.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Karaoke-Song-Activity-Roar-Song-Lyrics.docx
https://stagingstudysmart.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Karaoke-Song-Activity-Roar-Song-Lyrics.docx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DC3LY7K7WOI
https://stagingstudysmart.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Karaoke-Song-Activity-Count-on-Me-Song-Lyrics-1.docx
https://stagingstudysmart.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Karaoke-Song-Activity-Count-on-Me-Song-Lyrics-1.docx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V59psMbygfI
https://stagingstudysmart.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Karaoke-Song-Activity-This-is-Me-Song-Lyrics.docx
https://stagingstudysmart.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Karaoke-Song-Activity-This-is-Me-Song-Lyrics.docx

